
If this information is required in accessible format, please contact 1-800-372-1102 ext. 2549 

The Regional Municipality of Durham 

Durham Environment and Climate Advisory Committee Agenda 

Thursday, June 20th, 2024 

7:00 PM 

 Room 1-B 
Regional Municipality of Durham Headquarters 

605 Rossland Road East, Whitby 

The Region of Durham continues to hold electronic meetings for Advisory Committees with limited in-
person attendance at this time. Members of the public may view the Committee meeting via live 
streaming. If you wish to register as a delegate regarding an agenda item, you may register in 
advance of the meeting by noon on the day prior to the meeting by emailing delegations@durham.ca 
and will be provided with the details to delegate electronically. 

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest

4. Adoption of Minutes

A) DECAC meeting of May 16th, 2024 (link to minutes)

5. Presentation

A) Leveling the Playing Field for Energy Choices in Ontario, Gaby Kalapos, Clean Air Partnership

6. Items for Action/Discussion

A) Regional Official Plan Update (A. Luqman)
B) Spring Pollinator Project Update (A. Luqman)
C) Fall Durham Climate Forum Update (A. Luqman)

7. For Information

A) Energy efficiency updates to Ontario Building Code – Bill 199, EV-Ready Homes Act (Electric
Vehicle Charging), 2024

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendar.durham.ca%2Fmeetings&data=04%7C01%7CAneesah.Luqman%40durham.ca%7Cf348542760b94493ff0d08da1713328e%7C52d7c9c2d54941b69b1f9da198dc3f16%7C0%7C0%7C637847668461770948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=D4no4uN4a0g2EoCIE0MIH6MPMPCtNmqCSjwshcDsU5o%3D&reserved=0
mailto:delegations@durham.ca
https://calendar.durham.ca/meetings/Detail/2024-05-16-1900-Durham-Environment-and-Climate-Advisory-Committee-/87c2bbcc-e473-435c-af45-b17d011d3c75
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-199
https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/bills/parliament-43/session-1/bill-199
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B) Trees for Life Hero Forests Program – Campaign Information & FAQ (Attachment 1)
C) Ontario Supporting Local Actions to Protect the Great Lakes – News Release
D) 2024-P-13 Regional comments on ERO Posting #019-8707 to amend the lands covered by 

Ontario Regulation 102/72 (Federal Airport Lands MZO) in the City of Pickering
E) Municipal Comprehensive Review of the Oshawa Official Plan – Council Resolution
F) 2024-INFO-34 Water and Wastewater Greenhouse Gas Emissions Management Strategy

Overview
G) 2024-INFO-35 York Region Sewage Works Project Progress Update
H) 2024-INFO-37 Quarterly Report - Commissioner’s Delegated Planning Approval Authority, and

Summary of Planning Activity in the first Quarter of 2024.
I) City of Pickering Official Plan Review – Council Resolution
J) Minutes of the May 14th 2024 Durham Agricultural Advisory Committee (DAAC) meeting (link to

minutes)

8. Other Business (10 minutes)

9. Date of Next Meeting

Thursday, September 19th, 2024

Notice regarding collection, use and disclosure of personal information: 

Written information (either paper or electronic) that you send to Durham Regional Council or 
Committees, including home address, phone numbers and email addresses, will become part of the 
public record. This also includes oral submissions at meetings. If you have any questions about the 
collection of information, please contact the Regional Clerk/Director of Legislative Services. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/621fdbf4dee9cb1743074e0a/t/659603924b9fd40ef3e46152/1704330133758/Trees+for+Life+Hero+Forests+campaign_DIGITAL%5B16%5D.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1004676/ontario-supporting-local-actions-to-protect-the-great-lakes
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4339
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4151
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4200
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4202
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4212
https://pub-durhamregion.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=4379
https://calendar.durham.ca/meetings/Detail/2024-05-14-1930-Durham-Agricultural-Advisory-Committee-Meeting/5c2212d7-b0f9-4b97-990b-b18100e916d8
https://calendar.durham.ca/meetings/Detail/2024-05-14-1930-Durham-Agricultural-Advisory-Committee-Meeting/5c2212d7-b0f9-4b97-990b-b18100e916d8


Attachment 1

HERO FORESTS PROGRAM QUESTIONS ANSWERED
How does a municipality create a Hero Forest?
• Municipalities are responsible for locating

space within their jurisdictions and delivering
from 25 to 75% of the cost of the project.

• Trees for Life will coordinate with its funding
partners to provide the remaining % of the
funding.

• We hope that each Councillor can find space
1 to 5 Hectares within their jurisdiction.  It
might be a parkette, part of a park, a right of
way, or any suitable space.

What does Trees for Life do to help create a 
Hero Forest?
• Trees for Life is the aggregator for the

program and we can facilitate in several ways:
 о providing ideas to help with fundraising 
 о concept development 
 о source planting partners and contractors 

and professional design services
 о tree sourcing
 о connect promotional channels to 

support community engagement 
 о coordinate Hero Forest signage 
 о host and manage the website for the 

national network of Hero Forests - the 
virtual gathering place for honourees

How much land is needed to host a Hero Forest?
• Anywhere from 1-5 hectares.

What is the cost per hectare to plant trees?
• The cost per hectare is approx. $20,000-

$30,000 based on a planting density of
400 trees/hectare + any additional costs
for elements such as permanent signage,
hardscaping, pollinators, and other plants as
desired. The cost or value of aftercare and
maintenance should also be considered.

How many trees will be planted per hectare and 
who will source them?
• Approximately 400/600  trees per hectare,

site dependant.
• Trees will be sourced by the municipality,

Trees for Life, or a collaboration between us.

What sizes and types of trees will be planted?
• Only native species will be considered with

a goal to enhance biodiversity and to ensure
the right tree is in the right place, all species
and plans are unique to the identified site.

• We have found that 2 to 3-gallon container
plants are ideal for larger urban and suburban
plantings.  Seedlings are too small. In some
cases caliper size trees may be more suitable,
however they are more costly.

How will the trees be priced?
• In $50, $75, and $150 price points

corresponding to tree size.

Who will plant the trees?
• Tree-planting coordination can include

volunteer planting, corporate employee
engagement days, private contractors,
municipality parks staff and conservation
authority staff. Each community site may
be different depending on interest and
resources.

Once the trees are planted, who maintains them, 
and for how long?
• Maintenance is the responsibility of the

municipality, conservation authority, or other
entity currently responsible for maintaining
the chosen site. Weed control and watering
are crucial to success. Maintenance should
be for 3 years.



There are many tree-planting agencies in my 
area.  What is different about this program? 
• The heart of the Hero Forest concept is that 

trees are planted to celebrate and recognize 
local heroes. The term “Heroes” is broadly 
defined and may include healthcare heroes, 
first responders, family members, employees, 
teachers, or coaches to name a few.   

• People unite around a desire to honour 
others who are meaningful to them. In 
addition, we envision a network of “Hero 
Forests” all over Canada, connected by a 
website that will permanently recognize 
community heroes.  

• Trees for Life is a facilitator and funding 
aggregator for the 2 Billion Trees Program 
along with the FCM. Trees for Life can direct 
2BTP funding towards eligible projects in 
southern Ontario and for those outside 
of this region, we can help work with 
municipalities to advise on the best practices 
to access fundraising via FCM.

• It’s an opportunity to join with other 
municipalities to create a green network that 
fosters engagement and community.

• The concept is based on sound fiscal 
evidence:

 о Every $1 invested in green infrastructure 
delivers $8 in additional benefits to the 
community – an 8x return on investment. 
(Halifax Dept of Forestry study 2018)

How can municipalities find or raise funds to 
create Hero Forests? 
• Plants purchased by the public honoring, 

recognizing, or celebrating their heroes.
• Community fundraising drives. 
• Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 

2 Billion Trees fund. The fund will cover up to 
50% of the costs for eligible projects.

• City park and forestry budgets. 
• Local business and corporate sponsorships. 
• Through community service organizations 

like Rotary and Lions Clubs.

Who will administer the funds raised? 
• This can be done by the municipality or Trees 

for Life, as needed and it’s flexible.

How is this program related to the 2 Billion 
Trees Grant Program? 
• Trees for Life is a facilitator and funding 

aggregator for the 2 Billion Trees Program 
along with the FCM. Trees for Life can direct 
2BTP funding towards eligible projects in 
southern Ontario and for those outside 
of this region, we can help work with 
municipalities to advise on the best practices 
to access fundraising via FCM.

How will the public know about the Hero 
Forests Program?
• Trees for Life has a national ad campaign to 

create broad awareness and will support local 
efforts as developed by each municipality.

Contact Mike Hurley at mike@treesforlife.ca I 647.292.7794
or Tony DiGiovanni at digiovanni.tony@gmail.com I 416.737.8732 

7856 Fifth Line South, Milton, ON, L9T 2X8  |  1.844.277.4376  |  info@treesforlife.ca

mailto:mike%40treesforlife.ca?subject=
mailto:digiovanni.tony%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40treesforlife.ca?subject=
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